[Is there a correlation between clinical results or quality of life and radiological findings after implantation of a total knee prosthesis?].
To establish whether there is a clinical correlation between clinical outcome or quality of life and radiographic findings. 17 patients (mean age 68.2 years) with total knee arthroplasty were examined after an average follow-up of 24.6 months. The examination included the HSS score for clinical parameters, and the SF-36 questionnaire quality of life. Radiographs were evaluated in accordance with Ewald and Lotke, and a schema of our own. The HSS score returned a mean of 81 points, and the SF-36 questionnaire showed significantly poorer results in comparison with age-matched healthy subjects. The Lotke evaluation of the X-rays showed a mean value of 76.3. Correlations between the radiographic findings and the HSS score were not seen. Correlations between X-ray parameters (Ewald and Lotke) and the SF-36 were found only for pain and vitality. This is the first study to investigate the correlation between clinical parameters (including quality of life) and X-ray findings. Neither the clinical score nor the quality of life score was found to correlate with the radiographic findings. Nor was more than minimal correlation found between quality of life and HSS score. These results show that the presence of radiolucent lines or deviations from the perfect prosthesis position must not necessarily be considered to be of importance for clinical outcome and quality of life.